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Portonaccio Temple of Minerva

600 B.C.E., Veii (north of Rome)

FORM 
● Doric columns with base 
● Wood, mud brick, or tufa (volcanic rock) - did not survive 
● Deep front porch with columns 
● Back portion triple cella - divine association 
● 5:6 proportions 

FUNCTION 
● Sculptures of Greek gods 

○ Most recognizable being Apollo 
○ Counterpart Hercules 



Portonaccio Temple of Minerva cont.
CONTENT 
● energetic, excited 
● Terra cotta figures
● Bright paint 

CONTEXT
● Part of a group of maybe four 
● One of 12 laboratory of Hercules 
● Archaic, Greek style 
● Impact on Renaissance architecture - still distinctly 

Etruscan 



Peplos Kore from the Acropolis
Form: The Peplos Kore is 1.18 metres tall and is very detailed. The 
statue is very realistic and uses spaces in a three-dimensional way. 

Function: It was used as an offering to Athena and to honor the 
goddesses. The statue was placed on the Acropolis to remind patrons 
of the gods. 

Content: The Peplos Kore is a women with intricate braids, makeup 
and fancy clothing. One of her hands is reached out as an offering to 
the gods.

Context: In Greece at this time, there was extreme importance on 
making the gods happy and worshiping. If the gods were happy, there 
would be a good harvest, favorable war outcomes, and no diseases.

Current location: 
Akropolis Museum 
in Athens,Greece

Date: 530 B.C.E   
Location: Athens, Greece 

Period: Ancient Greek

I’m made of 
paint and 
marble!



Audience Hall (Apadana) of Darius and 
Xerxes (520-465 B.C.E.)
Location: Iran (Persian)

Medium: Limestone

Form:

● Orthogonal structure- right angles
● Hypostle- roof supported by columns
● 72 colums, 2 stairways 

Function:

● Fortified administrative and economic building
● Receive guests; honor king’s power

Content:

● Carvings depict diversity of empire
● Column capitals are shaped like bulls, eagles or 

lions 
● Relief carvings represent people bringing gifts, 

or guards to the king

Context:

● Commissioned by Darius and Xerxes
● Persian empire had diverse peoples
● Destroyed by Alexander the Great



➔ Date
c. 520 B.C.E.

➔ Medium
Painted terracotta

➔ Period
Etruscan

➔ Location 
Banditaccia Necropolis of Ancient Caere (now 
Cerveteri, Italy)

FORM
-the coroplastic (terracotta) workshops producing these   
superstructures displayed high levels of technical achievement
-figures have stylized features
-figures are life-like yet not entirely realistic → the couple has 
elongated proportions

FUNCTION
-to hold cremated human remains
-funerary art
-serves as a reminder of the funeral banquet

CONTENT
-depicts reclining man and woman on its lid
-resting on cushions
-there is a sense of intimacy- the figures are touching
-figures were likely holding objects in hands (now missing)

 CONTEXT
-the pair rests as if at a banquet scene on a dining couch
-inspired by the convivial (social) sphere  
-elite nature → reinforces the identity of aristocrats

Sarcophagus of the Spouses

FUN FACT!
The work was found 

broken into 400 pieces 
and then reassembled!! 

WOW!



Tomb of the Triclinium (c.470 BCE)
Location: Tarquinia, Italy

Medium: Fresco on Tufta

Form: 

● Figures have flat, bright colors
● Figures heads are in profile

Function: 

● House and honor the dead, probably the elite

Content:

● Back people  feasting in a Roman dining room 
● Left and Right: dancers and musicians 
● Bright robes=elite status

Context:

● Tarquinia was a powerful trade center
● Funerals were festive, with feasts, dancing.
● Portion of the food goes to the dead





Thank you for watching!! XD


